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be equally logical to infer that because I have
written, not without sympathy and appreciation,
of Joseph cle Maistre, I therefore find my model
in a hero of the Catholic Eeaction, and look for
my methods in the revived supremacy of the
Holy See over all secular and temporal authorities.
It would be just as fair to say that because I
pointed out, as It was the critic's business to do,
the many admirable merits, and the important
moral influences on the society of that time, of
the New Helo'isa, therefore I am bound to think
Saint Preux a very fine fellow, particularly fit to be
a model and a hero for young Ireland. Only on the
principle that who drives fat oxen must himself
be fat, can it be held that who writes on Danton
must be himself in all circumstances a Dantonist.
The most insignificant of literary contributions
have a history and an origin; and the history of
these contributions is short and simple enough.
Carlyle with all the force of his Immoristic genius
had impressed upon his generation an essentially
one-sided view both of the eighteenth century as
a whole, and of the French thinkers of that
century in particular. His essay on Diderot, his
lecture on Eousseau, his chapters on Voltaire,
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